
 

DIOCESE of the MIDWEST 
Department of Christian Service & Humanitarian Aid 

 

Parish Ministry Plan: Neighborhood Outreach 

Concept 

In the spirit of Orthodox Christian hospitality and outreach, our parish seeks to embody 
Christ’s love by engaging with our local neighborhood through an annual community picnic. 
This ministry is designed to foster fellowship, joy, and connection among parishioners and 
neighbors alike. By offering a welcoming environment filled with food, fun, and faith-inspired 
presence, we hope to build bridges, nurture relationships, and gently introduce the life of the 
Church to those around us. 

 

Steps to Accomplish the Ministry Goals 

1. Planning and Coordination 

• Form a Ministry Team: Recruit volunteers from the parish to oversee logistics, 
hospitality, setup, and cleanup. 

• Set a Date and Location: Choose a weekend date during warmer months and secure a 
suitable outdoor space (church grounds or nearby park). 

• Budget and Funding: Determine costs for food, rentals (bouncy house, tables, chairs), 
craft supplies, and promotional materials. Seek donations or parish funding. 

2. Activities and Offerings 

• Free Food: Offer simple, crowd-pleasing meals (e.g., hot dogs, burgers, vegetarian 
options) and refreshments. 

• Bouncy House & Games: Rent a bouncy house and organize games for children and 
families. 

• Crafts Station: Provide materials for kids to make simple crafts, possibly with religious 
themes (e.g., icons, crosses). 

• Volleyball & Music: Set up a volleyball net and arrange live or recorded music to create 
a festive atmosphere. 

• Information Table: Include a welcoming booth with brochures about the Orthodox 
Church, parish events, and contact info. 

3. Promotion and Outreach 

• Flyers and Posters: Distribute in local schools, businesses, and community centers. 

• Social Media and Website: Advertise the event on parish platforms and neighborhood 
groups. 
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• Personal Invitations: Encourage parishioners to invite friends, coworkers, and 
neighbors personally. 

4. Day-of Execution 

• Setup Crew: Arrive early to prepare the space, set up stations, and test equipment. 

• Welcome Team: Greet guests warmly, guide them through activities, and answer 
questions. 

• Safety and Supervision: Ensure all activities are monitored, especially those involving 
children. 

• Prayer and Blessing: Begin with a short prayer or blessing to sanctify the gathering. 

5. Follow-Up 

• Thank You Notes: Send appreciation messages to volunteers and attendees. 

• Photo Sharing: Post event highlights on social media and parish bulletin. 

• Feedback Collection: Ask for input to improve future events. 

• Invitation to Church: Extend a gentle invitation to upcoming services or events. 

 

Conclusion 

This annual neighborhood picnic is more than just a fun day—it is a ministry of presence, joy, 
and love. By opening our doors and hearts to the community, we reflect the welcoming 
embrace of Christ and the life of His Church. With consistent effort and prayerful intention, 
this event can become a cherished tradition that strengthens our parish’s mission and 
deepens our connection with those we are called to serve. 

 


