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Parish Ministry Plan: Household Support and Financial Assistance Initiative
Idea

In our commitment to embody the teachings of Christ through service and compassion, the
Household Support and Financial Assistance Initiative aims to provide essential resources to
individuals and families in need within our neighborhood and among those who have previously
participated in the ODO Meal program. By offering household items, food, and occasional financial
assistance, we can help alleviate the burdens faced by those struggling to make ends meet. This
initiative not only addresses immediate needs but also fosters a sense of community and support,
reinforcing our parish's role as a beacon of hope and care for our neighbors.

Specific Steps to Execute the Household Support and Financial Assistance Initiative
Step 1: Form a Support Committee

e Recruit Volunteers: Gather a dedicated group of parishioners who are passionate about
helping those in need. This committee will oversee the planning and execution of the
initiative.

o Define Responsibilities: Assign specific roles within the committee, including logistics,
procurement, outreach, and financial assistance coordination.

Step 2: Identify Resources and Funding

o Budget Development: Estimate the costs associated with purchasing household items,
food, and providing financial assistance. ldentify potential sources of funding, including
donations from parishioners, local businesses, and grants.

o Partnerships: Establish partnerships with local businesses, charities, and community
organizations to source household items and food donations.

Step 3: Gather Household Items and Food
e |tem Collection: Create a list of needed household items and food staples, such as:
o Non-perishable food items (canned goods, pasta, rice)
o Cleaning supplies (detergents, sponges, paper towels)
o Kitchen items (utensils, dishware, pots)
o Personal hygiene products (soap, shampoo, toothpaste)
o Bedding and towels

o Donation Drives: Organize regular donation drives within the parish to collect household
items and food. Promote these drives through parish bulletins and social media.

Step 4: Establish Financial Assistance Protocol
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o Define Assistance Criteria: Develop clear guidelines for providing financial assistance,
including eligibility criteria and the types of expenses covered (e.g., rent, phone bills, car
repairs).

e Confidential Request Process: Create a confidential process for individuals to apply for
financial assistance, ensuring that their privacy and dignity are respected.

Step 5: Distribution Plan

¢ Identify Distribution Methods: Determine how household items and food will be distributed.
This could include:

o Directdistribution at parish events
o Setting up a “resource day” where individuals can come to receive items
o Delivering items directly to those unable to visit the parish

e Schedule Distribution Events: Plan specific days for distribution and ensure that volunteers
are available to assist during these events.

Step 6: Community Outreach and Awareness

o Promote the Initiative: Use parish newsletters, social media, and announcements during
services to inform the congregation and the wider community about the initiative.

e Encourage Participation: Invite parishioners to get involved through donations, volunteering,
or assisting with outreach efforts.

Step 7: Evaluation and Feedback

e Set Evaluation Metrics: Establish criteria for measuring the success of the initiative, such as
the number of households served, the volume of items distributed, and feedback from
recipients.

o Feedback Mechanism: Create a simple feedback system for both recipients and volunteers
to share their experiences and suggestions for improvement.

Step 8: Recognition and Celebration

o Acknowledge Contributions: Hold events to recognize the efforts of volunteers and donors,
celebrating the collective impact of the ministry on the community.

e Share Impact Stories: Highlight testimonials and success stories in parish communications
to inspire continued involvement and support for the initiative.

Conclusion

The Household Support and Financial Assistance Initiative serves as a vital expression of our
parish's mission to care for those in need. By implementing the outlined steps, we can effectively
provide essential resources that promote dignity, security, and community support. Together, we
can make a meaningful difference in the lives of individuals and families, embodying the love of
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Christ through our actions and outreach. Let us move forward with compassion and dedication,
ensuring that our neighbors know they are not alone in their struggles.



